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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH MENGISTU 

REE: STATE 204910 

1 . 1 AM INITIATING REQUEST TO SEE MENGISTU TODAY, AND MEAN- 
WHILE WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE TWO AMENDMENTS TO INSTRUCTIONS 
REETEL. 

A. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO TELL MENGISTU THAT WE 
HAVE NOTED WITH APPRECIATION THE CHANGE IN TONE AND CONTENT OF 
THE MEDIA RE REFERENCES TO UNITED STATES. (COMMENT: WE ARE 
NOW BEGINNING FIFTH WEEK WITHOUT SHARP REFERENCES TO U.S. 

ETHIOPIAN HERALD AUGUST 28 DID CARRY LONG ARTICLE ABOUT 
ETHIOPIA, THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE UN, WHICH INCLUDED 
COMMENT THAT "IT SAD COMMENTARY THAT EVEN USA WHICH CHAM- 
PIONED ETHIOPIA'S RIGHTS IN 1935, HAS TODAY BETRAYED ITS 
OWN CARDINAL PRINCIPLES, AND REWARDED AGGRESSION BY REEUS- 
ING TO DELIVER WEAPONS BOUGHT BY ETHIOPIA EOR ITS OWN DEFENCE. 

SUCH ATTITUDES WILL ONLY ADD FUEL TO THE ELAME AND DISTURB 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY. INDEED IT IS AN UNWISE ACT 
FROM SO GREAT A HEIGHT." THIS FIRST TIME IN MONTH U.S. HAS 
BREN MENTIONED BY NAME, BUT IT DOES NOT CHANGE MY FEELING 
THAT REFERENCE TO MEDIA WOULD BE HELPFUL.) 
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B. I RECOMMEND THAT I DO NOT MENTION SUBJECT OF A FUTURE 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN TERMS OF PARA 5 REFTEL. TO DO SO AS 
STATED WILL BE EOR FIRST TIME A CLEAR SIGNAL TO ETHIOPIANS 
THAT NAMING OP AN AMBASSADOR HERE IS DEPENDENT UPON THEIR 
GOOD CONDUCT, AND COULD VERY EASILY HAVE ADVERSE IMPACT ON 
THEIR EXPRESSED INTENTION TO SEND AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON. 
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IF WE WANT AN ETHIOPIAN INTEREST IN NORMALIZING BILATERAL RE- 
LATIONS, I THINK IT PREFERABLE TO LET THEM GO AHEAD AND DO 
WHATEVER IT IS THEY PLAN TO DO WITHOUT CREATING A LINK IN 
THEIR MINDS BETWEEN THE TWO. IF DEPT WISHES ME TO SAY ANY- 
THING AT ALL RE SUBJECT OF AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, I RECOMMEND 
IT BE RESTRICTED TO A VAGUE COMMENT THAT WE TOO ARE THINKING 
ABOUT THE MATTER. 

2. WHILE IT MAY BE SOME TIME BEFORE AN APPOINTMENT IS FORTH- 
COMING, I WOULD NONETHELESS APPRECIATE DEPT'S COMMENTS BY 
OPENING OF BUSINESS AUGUST 30. 

TIENKEN 
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